IQO                            VENETIA.
towards your home, and what influence must principally impel them ? Am I so dull, or you so blindj Venetia ? Can I not express, can you not discover how much, how ardently, how fondly, how devotedly, I, I, I love, you ?'
11 am sure we always loved each other, Plantagenet.'
4 Yes ! but not with this love ; not as I love you now!'
Venetia stared.
41 thought we could not love each other more than we did, Plantagenet,' at length she said. c Do you remember the jewel that you gave me? I always wore it until you seemed to forget us, and then I thought it looked so foolish! You remember what is inscribed on it: 6 To VENETIA, FROM HER AFFECTIONATE BROTHER, PLANTAGENET.' And as a brother I always loved you; had I indeed been your sister I could not have loved you more warmly and more truly.'
41 am not your brother, Venetia ; I wish not to be loved as a brother : and yet I must be loved by you, or I shall die.'
. ' What then do you wish?'inquired Venetia, with great simplicity. '    4I wish you to marry me,' replied Lord Cadurcis.
* Marry!' exclaimed Venetia, with a face of wonder. 4 Marry! Marry you! Marry you, Plantagenet!'
4 Ay! is that so wonderful? I love you, and if you love me, why should we not marry?'
Venetia was silent and looked upon the ground, not from agitation, for she was quite calm, but in thought; and then she said, 4 I never thought of marriage in my life, Plantagenet ; I have no intention, no wish to marry ; I mean to live always with mamma.'
1 And you shall always live with mamma, but that need not prevent you from marrying me,' he replied. * Do not we all live together now ? What will it signify if you dwell at Cadurcis and Lady Annabel at Cberbury ? Is it not one home ? But at any rate, this point shall not be an obstacle; for if it please you we will all live at Cberbury.'